MODERN WORLD HISTORY 
SYLLABUS

Mr. Wilson
ewilson@haverford.org ♦ Room 241 ♦ D and F Blocks

Course Requirements

Show up on time. Most detentions at Haverford are a result of accumulated late penalties. Showing up late is disrespectful and easily avoidable.

Be respectful of Mr. Wilson and your fellow classmates. The classroom atmosphere depends entirely upon your attitude: unnecessary disturbances and an atmosphere not conducive to learning will result in a strict classroom setting, in-class writing assignments, detentions, and other such un-fun penalties; on the other hand a lively, engaged, and respectful attitude will result in a more enjoyable experience for everyone.
Take notes. What is covered in class is covered for a reason. Pay attention.

Do your homework. Most of your work this year will be on long-term projects rather than the usual history class pattern of readings in the textbook and quizzes. That is not to say that you won’t open your textbook: on the contrary, it provides a useful spine for the course and will be the foundation for tests and exams.
Check the course website. There are two resources you will become very familiar with. The first is a shared folder containing important class documents, including lecture notes:  

http://www.box.net/shared/yf4xt3mhad. The second is the class wiki, which also has an assignment calendar with important announcements: http://haverfordmwh.pbworks.com/.

Grading

Haverford requires that semester and final grades be computed as follows:


20% first quarter


20% second quarter
      50% first semester


10% mid-year exam









  FINAL GRADE


20% third quarter


20% fourth quarter
      50% second semester


10% final exam

Each assignment will be worth a certain number of points.  Student’s quarter grades will be determined by adding up the points they receive from all their assignments and dividing by the total number of possible points.  For example, if the first quarter consisted of an essay worth 100 points, a test worth 80 points and a quiz worth 20 points, the quarter grade would be the total number of points received divided by 200.

Your class participation grade includes informal in-class presentations as well as the frequency and quality of the student’s contribution to the discussion.  Students will be informed of the weight of the class participation grade (usually 5 or 10% of the total number of points for the quarter) before quarterly grades are due, and at that point they may request their class participation grade via email or in person.

Year-Long Assignments
We will work on a number of assignments throughout the course of the year. What follows are brief descriptions: you will receive more detailed information later.

Make It Relevant

One key aspect of the course designed to bring history alive, to borrow a cliché, will be a weekly presentation routine. Each student will present once in the fall semester and once in the spring for five minutes; their topic will be discussed with Mr. Wilson at least two days prior to speaking; the presentation will attempt to make the topics of the class relevant to modern issues. 

Class Wiki

We will compile and edit a class version of Wikipedia. At the end of each semester, the accumulated knowledge will form the backbone of your exam review materials. You will be graded on your authorship of two entries per quarter and your editing of your classmates’ entries.

Writing Days

During most double blocks, we will use the laptop cart to work on writing skills. You will write four short (500 word) essays per quarter; the topics will be yours to choose from the marginal questions in the textbook. Two of these essays will be graded; two of them will be graded for completion.

Course Overview

1st Quarter: 
Pastoral Peoples on the Global Stage; The Worlds of the Fifteenth Century; Empires and Encounters, 1450-1750.

2nd Quarter:
Global Commerce, 1450-1750; Religion and Science, 1450-1750; Atlantic Revolutions and Their Echoes, 1750-1914.

3rd Quarter:
Revolutions of Industrialization, 1750-1914; Colonial Encounters, 1750-1914; WWI Trials.

4th Quarter:
The Collapse and Recovery of Europe, 1914-1970s; The Rise and Fall of World Communism, 1917-Present; Independence and Development in the Global South, 1914-Present.

